The global mortality of infectious and parasitic diseases in children.
Although considerable advances in the reduction of global child morbidity and mortality have been made since 1970, when more than 17 million children died, the burden of child mortality is still intolerably high today. An estimated 10.5 million younger than the age of 5 years died in the year 2002 from largely preventable diseases, such as those having infectious, parasitic, and perinatal causes. The reductions in rates of mortality observed did not take place uniformly across time and regions of the world, but the success stories in developing countries demonstrate clearly that low mortality levels are achievable in those settings. If the whole world came to share the current child mortality experience of Northern European countries, more than 10 million deaths of children could be prevented each year. This work aims to answer the questions concerning where and why so many of the world's children still succumb to largely preventable causes.